CHAPTER XXVIII
KILLING  THE  TREE  SPIRIT
ELSEWHERE I have illustrated the custom of substituting
a mock human sacrifice.    In India this substitution appears
to be very common.    On this subject Mr. Enthoven observes :
" In ancient times human sacrifices were offered on certain
occasions.    Nowadays, in place of a human being, a coco-
nut or a pumpkin (Cucurbita maxima) is offered.   At the
time of making the offering the coconut is plastered with red
lead and other holy applications and covered with a silk cloth.
The pumpkin is offered by cutting it into two pieces with a
stroke of a knife or sword.    Sometimes an image made of the
flour of black gram is sacrificed in place of a human being.
This sacrifice is generally made on the eighth or tenth day of
the bright half of Ashvin (September-October).    In place
of human blood, milk mixed with red powder and molasses
is offered.    In ancient times, when a well was dug or a fort
built, a human sacrifice was made to it in the belief that this
would ensure a supply of water in the well, and render the
fort impregnable.   To-day, when a well is commenced, blood
from the fourth finger of a man is sprinkled over the spot.
It is also related that in ancient times, when a king was
crowned, a human sacrifice was offered.    Nowadays, instead
of this sacrifice, the king's forehead is marked with blood
from the fourth finger of a low-caste Hindu at the time of the
coronation ceremony." *
Elsewhere we have seen that in Europe the transition from
winter to summer is often celebrated by a popular festival
which includes a dramatic contest between representatives of
1 R. E. Enthoven, The Folklore of Bombay, pp. 340 sq.
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